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Take Action Now!

May is the time of year for blooming flowers and Mother’s Day. But it’s also the time for SINE DIE in many
state legislatures. What is SINE DIE? It is Latin for “without day,” and it refers to the official adjournment of the
state legislature—the last day of meetings. Your advocacy challenge this month is to find out when Sine Die is in
your state and how infants & toddlers faired in this legislative session.

It’s as Easy as 1-2-3

1. Check out the state legislative calendar on the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) web site to find out when
Sine Die is in your state.

2. Contact your state child advocacy organization or early childhood coalition and ask them for a status summary of the early
childhood legislation that was introduced this year in the legislature.

3. Some states have special legislative sessions to continue work on the state budget or other important matters. If your state is
going to have a special session, sign up to receive legislative updates from the state child advocacy organization or early
childhood coalition.

Resources for Tracking Legislation

o The NCSL web site includes a searchable database that tracks early care and education legislation in states across the country.
The database allows you to look for child care and child care financing, early childhood services, prekindergarten,
professional development, home visiting, infants and toddlers, and financing early education.

o NCSL also has a database of every state legislature’s web site, which allows you to track any upcoming hearings, sessions of
the full legislature (often called the general assembly), and bill status.

Tell Us About It!
We are eager to hear about your experiences advocating for babies and toddlers, so that we can continue to improve the support we give you
as an advocate. After you have accomplished your advocacy action, please tell us all about it by clicking here.
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