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The brain develops rapidly in the first three years of life, forming 700 new neural 
connections every second. 1 
 
For low-income babies, differences in word learning and development appear by 16 to 18 
months of age, and patterns that suggest widening gaps are established by age 3.2 
 
Almost 1 out of every 4 infants and toddlers is poor, and almost half of all children under 
age 3 live in low-income families.3 
 
Poverty in the early years is associated with challenges in adulthood, including fewer 
years in school, less earnings, higher crime rates, greater dependency on public 
assistance, and increased teenage pregnancy.4 
 
Cognitive development and social-emotional capabilities drive educational achievement, 
which ultimately results in economic strength for individuals and society.5 
 
Trauma or other adverse experiences increase the likelihood of developmental delays and 
problems in children, as well as heart disease, diabetes, and depression in adulthood.6 
 
We all benefit now and in the future7 when children get a good start in life. 
 
Infants and toddlers comprise almost 1 out of every 3 children entering foster care.8 
 
Two-thirds of infants and toddlers with a developmental delay or disability are not 
identified in a timely way.9 
 
The origins of life-long illness and disability lie in early childhood.10 
 
Only 16% of eligible infants and toddlers receive CCDF support.11 
 
Only 4% of eligible children receive Early Head Start services.12 
 
Twelve percent of 2- and 3-year-olds experience social-emotional problems that 
negatively impact their functioning and readiness for school.13 
 
Everyone gains when we invest in, develop, and sustain America’s greatest natural 
resource – its people.  The Heckman Equation: 
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INVEST in educational and developmental resources for disadvantaged families to 
provide equal access to successful early human development. 

 
+ DEVELOP cognitive skills and social skills in children early, from birth to age five when 

it matters most. 
 
+ SUSTAIN early development with effective education through adulthood. 
 
= GAIN more capable, productive and valuable citizens that pay dividends to 

America for generations to come.14 
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