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The Most Vulnerable Children

Children age 3 and under make up a third of
maltreatment victims
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under
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Source: HHS, Child Maltreatment 2010



Infants and Toddlers are the Largest Group * ZERO
Entering Foster Care 4

Under 3
years
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Source: HHS, AFCARS Data



Proportion of Foster Care Entries * ZERO
that are Infants and Toddlers (by State) V THREE’
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Source: http://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov
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700 New Neural Connections Every Second!

(%]
<
)
S
S
S
O

newborn

J.L. Conel, Postnatal Development of the Human Cerebral Cortex, Vol.
1-8. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, published 1939-1967
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It’s All About Relationships Wreiee:

As babies, the way we
are held, talked to, and
cared for teaches us
about who we are and
how we are valued.




Hope Through Action: & 750
A Unique Window of Opportunity V

THREE

The early years
present an
unparalleled
opportunity to
intervene effectively.
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Today’s Program THR&

* Maltreated infants and toddlers and their experiences in foster care

Fred Wulczyn, Ph.D., Senior Research Fellow, Chapin Hall at the
University of Chicago

* Impact of maltreatment on early childhood development

Brenda Jones Harden, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Institute for
Child Study, University of Maryland

* A State’s experience in taking a developmental approach

Cecile Blucker, Director of the Division of Children and Family
Services, Arkansas Department of Human Services

* Framework for a developmental approach to child welfare

Patricia Cole, Director of Government Relations, ZERO TO THREE
Policy Center



