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Infant-Toddler Court Program 
National Resource Center

The National Infant-Toddler Court Program was made 
possible through the support of the Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as 
part of an award totaling 
$8,400,564 with 0 percent financed from non-
governmental sources. 

The contents are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the official views of, nor an 
endorsement by, HRSA, HHS, or the U.S. Government. 
For more information, please visit HRSA.gov.
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Young Children & Their Families

Economic & Concrete Supports: 
Relationship to Safety and Well-Being

Yasmin Grewal-Kök, JD, MEd ECE
Policy Fellow​, Chapin Hall

Economic Security as a Foundation of Healthy Development
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Economic and Concrete Supports (ECS): An Overview
Increased access to ECS 
associated with DECREASED 
risk of child maltreatment & 
child welfare involvement

Reduced access to ECS 
associated with INCREASED 
risk of child maltreatment & 
child welfare involvement

ECS evidence is 
consistent across 
time & types of 

studies

ECS evidence is 
consistent across 

mechanisms

ECS evidence is 
ACTIONABLE

ECONOMIC & 
CONCRETE 
SUPPORTS 
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Chapin Hall Systematic Review:  
Economic & Concrete Support Has a Causal Effect on Preventing Child 
Maltreatment & Child Welfare Involvement

"Regardless of delivery mechanism, we found consistent, favorable evidence of the 
impact of economic and concrete support as a prevention strategy to reduce child 
maltreatment & child welfare entry"

(Cusick et al., 2024)

https://www.chapinhall.org/wp-content/uploads/Chapin-Hall-ECS-Systemic-Literature-Review_Dec-2024-1.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383842251_A_Systematic_Review_of_Economic_and_Concrete_Support_to_Prevent_Child_Maltreatment
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How Might Economic & Material Hardship Impact 
Parenting and Child Well-Being?

Family Stress Model

(Conger, 1994) (Neppl, 2016) (Duncan, 2014) (Mistry, 2002)

Economic & 
material 
hardship

Psychological 
distress 

High 
cognitive 

loads

Drained 
mental 

resources

Less nurturing, 
responsive, & 

supportive 
parenting

Increased 
conflict & 
hostility

Higher risk for 
child welfare 
involvement

                 (RAPID Stanford Center on Early Childhood, 2023)

https://rapidsurveyproject.com/our-research/a-hardship-chain-reaction
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Evidence of Effects Across Child Welfare 
Outcomes, Maltreatment Types & Well-being

Child Welfare Outcomes

• Referrals

• Investigations

• Substantiations

• Entry into foster care

• Likelihood of 
reunification 

• Time to reunification

Maltreatment Types

• Neglect

• Physical abuse

• Abusive head trauma

• Fatalities

Well-Being

• Economic stability

• Parenting stress & 
capacity

• Mental health

• Substance use

• Cognitive development 
& behavior
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Chapin Hall Tool: Economic and Concrete Supports 
to Prevent Child Fatalities & Abuse Head Trauma

                 (Chapin Hall, 2024)
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Chapin Hall Policy Bulletins 
Access to Healthcare, Food Assistance & Child Care to Promote Child Safety   

                 (Chapin Hall, 2025)
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A program of Michigan State University Pediatric Public Health Initiative, in collaboration with 
Poverty Solutions at the University of Michigan, and administered by GiveDirectly

Rx Kids is the first-ever,
community-wide, cash prescription program for 

pregnant moms and babies.
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Rx Kids Program Design
Launched in Flint, MI, in 2024, the design is science 
based & parent and child partnered

• Targeted universalism

• Every pregnant person/newborn in a certain 
place

• No income requirement 

• Efficient and inclusive with minimal 
administrative burden

• Unconditional - No strings-attached $

• $1,500 lump sum during pregnancy >16 weeks

• $500 monthly for up to 12 months

• Now in 9 counties in Michigan and expanding
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2,
$11,102,000

Cash prescribed!

As of July 1, 2025 in all Rx Kids Communities

2,809
Super Star Families

2,166
Rx Kids
Babies

100% aggregate 
uptake rate!!!
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Rx Kids Impact

Maternal Wellbeing Research Survey

Compared to controls, Rx Kids moms had improved:

• Housing stability

• Nutrition satisfaction

• Maternal mental health

o Less PPD, less anxiety

• Maternal wellbeing

o Feeling loved, hopeful, valued, and respected

• Agency in spending household cash

• Trust in healthcare and government
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Rx Kids Impact

Preliminary admin data findings include:

•A major increase in prenatal care

•Decreased smoking in the third trimester of pregnancy

•Prevention of NICU admissions

•Improvements in birth weight and gestational age

•Decreased child welfare allegations
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Rx Kids TANF Usage

• Non-recurring short term (NRST) provision covers 4 months: prenatal 
($1500) and $500 for 3 months for all Medicaid births.

• NRST: acute episode of need, waives lifetime limits and work 
requirements

6-Month Program 1 Year Program
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Rx Kids Funding

• Addition of philanthropic dollars 
allows for protection of public 
benefits.

• Cash prescriptions are considered a 
“gift”, not income.​

• Rx Kids does not impact eligibility for 
SNAP, WIC, Medicaid, child care 
subsidy, housing, etc.​

• Only benefit NOT protected is SSI.​

• GiveDirectly provides benefits 
counseling.​

Philanthropic 
funding

TANF (NRST)

Other govt. 
funding
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Estimated cost savings

If what we see in Flint is replicated for all of Michigan

NICU Admissions: $72 million in annual health care 
cost savings. 

Preterm and low birthweight babies:  $225-412 
million per year
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Thank you!
Mollyrose Schaffner: Mschaffner@zerotothree.org

Philip Fisher: Philf@stanford.edu
Yasmin Grewal-Kok: Ygrewalkok@chapinhall.edu 
Jenny LaChance: JLachan1@hurleymc.com 

mailto:Mschaffner@zerotothree.org
mailto:Philf@stanford.edu
mailto:Ygrewalkok@chapinhall.edu
mailto:JLachan1@hurleymc.com

	Slide 1: Economic Security as a Foundation for Healthy Development
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Panel
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Young Children & Their Families  Economic & Concrete Supports: Relationship to Safety and Well-Being  Yasmin Grewal-Kök, JD, MEd ECE Policy Fellow​, Chapin Hall
	Slide 8: Economic and Concrete Supports (ECS): An Overview
	Slide 9: Chapin Hall Systematic Review:   Economic & Concrete Support Has a Causal Effect on Preventing Child Maltreatment & Child Welfare Involvement
	Slide 10:   How Might Economic & Material Hardship Impact  Parenting and Child Well-Being?
	Slide 11: Evidence of Effects Across Child Welfare Outcomes, Maltreatment Types & Well-being
	Slide 12: Chapin Hall Tool: Economic and Concrete Supports  to Prevent Child Fatalities & Abuse Head Trauma
	Slide 13: Chapin Hall Policy Bulletins  Access to Healthcare, Food Assistance & Child Care to Promote Child Safety   
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Rx Kids Program Design
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Rx Kids TANF Usage
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22

